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biy on various subjects. The general atmosphere being thus adverse
for Samskrita writing, only three works namely BALABHARATA
KRSNACARITA and NALAKJRTTKAUMLJDJ were able to
withstand the ravages of time.

Really it was the fortune of the Samskrita literature of the
early Thirteenth Century to have such a stalwart, and an original
writer of eminence during its decadent phase to provide a face-lift
to it. But it was the Agastyapandita's misfortune probably to be
born at such a time of transition, when the overwhelming urge for
the vernaculars and de^kavita was pushing away both the quality
and quantity of Samskrita writing into oblivian.

It is really a heartening fact that inspite of such atmosphere
his BALABHARATA has come down the ages as a text book (The
MSS. of BALABHARATA at Kakinada contains a stanza at the
beginning of the sixth canto informing us that that particular MSS.
is being written for the use of a student called Sdmbamurti)41 for
the students of Epics and even to-day, the presence of more than
hundred and twenty manuscripts of the work speaks volumes about
the popularity enjoyed by that work through the years.

AGASTYAPANDITA'S WORKS:- Now it is clear that Agastya-
pandita was one of the most prolific writers of the early Thir-
teenth Century. But on what subjects and with what titles he
wrote his works is not yet completely known to the literary
world of to-day. So far the BALABHARATA a Mahakavya,
an epitome of MAHABHARATA running into twenty cantos,
the NALAKJRTIKAUMUDJ a smaller Kavya probably and the
KRSNACARITA a prose work of high standard are the available
works known to be written by him. The details regarding all the
manuscripts of these three works are being given below.

BALABHARATA:"

1. At Andhra Sahitya Parishat Library, Kakinada, Andhra
Pradesh there are two copies of the palm leaf manuscripts of
BALABHARATA bearing the serial numbers (1) 193 (2) 33
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